Robinson Crusoe: Assignment 4.

I. Read Сhapters 8-9 and give a brief account of the events (6-8 sentences).
II. a) Find the following words and expressions in the text and reproduce the situations they were used in. b) Learn them and give examples of your own to illustrate their meaning.

1. to be in one’s (first, second, third, …, twenty-seventh) year somewhere (p. 34)

2. to call out to sb (p. 34)

3. homemade (clothes) (p. 34)

4. first officer / second officer (p. 34)

5. to begin a mutiny (n – mutineers)  (p.35)

6. the ends of the earth / world (p.38)

7. by land / by sea (p. 40)

III.  Grammar. The Present Perfect Tense
Look at the following extract from the text (p. 35):

1. Do these mutineers have guns?

· Only two,’ he answered, ‘and they’ve left those on the boat.’

Are the guns on the boat now (at the moment of the captain’s speaking)? 
Now look at the following extract from the original novel.

2. ‘Our case, sir,’ said he, ‘is too long to tell you while our murderers are so near us; but, in short, sir, I was commander of that ship - my men have mutinied against me.’
Is the mutiny going on now (at the moment of the captain’s speaking)?
Underline the proper words to make a rule about the use of the Present Perfect Tense.

	We use the Present Perfect for:

1. an action that happened at a stated / an unstated time in the past. The emphasis is on the time /action. The time when it occurred is important / unimportant or known / unknown.

2. an action which finished / started in the past and continues up to / is not going on at  the present time. 


IV. Style. Hyperbole.
A hyperbole is an extreme exaggeration used to make a point. Hyperboles are comparisons, like similes and metaphors, but are extravagant and even ridiculous. They would not be used in nonfiction works, like medical journals or research papers; but, they are perfect for fictional works, especially to add color to a character or humor to the story. Some examples of hyperboles include:

“I’ve told you a million times”

“It was so cold, I saw polar bears wearing jackets”

a) Find an example of hyperbole on p. 38.
V. Comprehension check. 
a) Explain the following in English.

1.  ‘Don’t let them see you, Friday!’ I called. ‘We’ll hide in the trees and watch.’
2.  Perhaps they thought I was a wild man myself, in my strange homemade clothes of animals’ skins, and with my long hair and beard.

3.  We ran here and there in the trees calling and shouting.

4.  ‘I’ll take you to the ends of he world in it!’

5.  They were happy to learn that I was alive and I was pleased o find some family.

b) These numbers are from the text. What do they refer to?

11   3    27    26    1686    50   1694

 VI. You’ve just finished reading “Robinson Crusoe”. Answer the following questions about the novel.

1. What kind of book is it?

2. What is the principle theme of the book? Prove it. Are there any rival themes in the book?

3. What’s the main idea of the book and why?

4. Say a few words about the episode that impressed you most.

5. What’s your attitude towards Robinson and Friday?

6. What do you think about the ending of the novel? Is it a) expected; b) half-expected; c) open?

7. Is the ending true-to-life? Why, in your opinion, did Robinson go to sea again? What happened to Friday?
VI. Write your own ending of the novel (3-6 sentences)

VIII. Work in groups. Discuss the following:

1. Is it possible to survive on a deserted island?

2. What qualities should a man possess to become a good sailor?

3. Pros and cons of being adventurous.

